
 

Dear South African Polar Researcher and APECS member, 
 
As a South African Polar Research Community, we don’t yet have a National Committee that is directly 
involved with the Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS). We are in the process of forming 
such a committee and would like to invite you to be involved.    
 
There are many benefits to being a member of APECS and more so being involved as a National 
Committee. APECS advances the visibility of emerging researchers (and students) in polar research 
and the polar scientific community, while also promoting access to a number resources, such as work 
opportunities and members’ research. It will enable you to get in touch with fellow emerging 
researchers and students in the polar sciences. Furthermore, information dissemination regarding 
bursaries and scholarship opportunities through network opportunities and regular webinars and 
outreach activities are another focus area. As such, APECS is quite a significant reservoir for 
information and offers the potential for scientific collaboration.  
 
At present, the persons involved in starting a South African National Committee are limited to earth 
and botanical sciences and we are keen to expand our reaches to other disciplines. If you know of 
someone who might be interested, please feel free to forward this email to them. 
 
If you would like to join this initiative, we will be having an online Skype meeting on 28 February, at 
13:30 SAST (GMT +2) to discuss the following: 
 

1. Establishing a South African National Committee; 
2. Goals of such a committee; 
3. How the National Committee can integrate into existing South African polar research projects, 

as well as SANAP;  
4. Roles and responsibilities of prospective National Committee members; and  
5. Anything else you wish to raise. 

 
Follow the link to the meeting here. If the link does not work join the conversation at 
https://join.skype.com/vzumcogkB6FZ.  
 
Please contact us if you would like to be involved. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
APECS SA Organising Committee  
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